
A LIFE UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
SACRIFICE FOR JESUS

DON”T GIVE UP - FINISH WHAT YOU START

“DON’T BEGIN UNTIL YOU COUNT THE COST.” LUKE 14:28A 

14:28A (NLT)



NEHEMIAH 4:6-11

• At last the wall was completed to half its height around the entire city, for the people had 

worked with enthusiasm. But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs, Ammonites, and 

Ashdodites heard that the work was going ahead and that the gaps in the wall of Jerusalem 

were being repaired, they were furious. They all made plans to come and fight against 

Jerusalem and throw us into confusion. But we prayed to our God and guarded the city day 

and night to protect ourselves. Then the people of Judah began to complain, “The workers 

are getting tired, and there is so much rubble to be moved. We will never be able to build 

the wall by ourselves.” Meanwhile, our enemies were saying, “Before they know what’s 

happening, we will swoop down on them and kill them and end their work.”  (NLT)



4 REASONS WHY WE GIVE UP

• Fatigue “`The workers are getting tired…’” Vs 10 

• Frustration  “And there is so much rubble to be removed…” Vs 10 

• Failure   “…We will never be able to build the wall by ourselves.” Vs 10 

• Fear “Meanwhile, our enemies were saying, Before they know what’s 

happening, we will swoop down on them and kill them and end their 

work.” Vs 11 



HOW TO FINISH WHAT YOU START

• STOP WITH THE EXCUSES:  

• “The lazy person is full of excuses…” Pr. 22:13 (NLT)

• START STRAIGHT AWAY:   

• “If your gift is to encourage others, do it!  If you have money, share it 

generously!  If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility!  

If you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly!”  Rom. 12:8 

(NLT)



2 TRAPS 

• A: Perfectionism

• If you wait for perfect conditions, you’ll never get anything done!”  Eccl. 

11:4 (LB)

• B: Procrastination

• “Don’t brag about tomorrow, since you don’t know what the day will 

bring.” Pr. 27:1 (NLT)



FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE NOT THE NEGATIVE: 

• “Don’t get tired of doing what is good.  Don’t get discouraged and give 

up, for you will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time.”  Gal. 

6:9 (NLT)

• “ For God understands all hearts, and he sees you. He who guards your 

hearts knows you knew. He will repay all people as their actions deserve.”  

Pr. 24:12 (NLT)



DEPEND ON GOD TO HELP: 

• “…  Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies.  Then God 

will be given glory.”   1 Peter 4:11 (NLT)

• “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work You have Me 

to do.”  John 17:4 (NIV)

• “I only want to complete my mission and finish the work that the Lord 

Jesus gave me to do…” Acts 20:24 (GN)


